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Fig. 1 A, B Intestines were swollen and ascites found, but position and cause of obstruction not identi ed. No evidence was found 
of intestinal ischemia.
B C
Fig. 2 A Mesh plug from inguinal hernioplasty was exposed within peritoneal cavity. Sigmoid colon had adhered to ileum at 60 
and 80 cm from terminal ileum and sigmoid colon, respectively, in left pelvic cavity. No small intestinal ischemia was rec-
ognized, however.
B Sigmoid colon had adhered to peritoneum at 60 cm from sigmoid colon and 80 cm from terminal ileum in left pelvic cav-
ity. Small intestine was trapped within this loop arrow . No small intestinal ischemia was recognized. 
C Adhered portions of intestine were separated from mesh plug.
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A Case of Strangulated Ileus Caused by Mesh Plug after Inguinal Hernia Operation
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Abstract
  Here we report a comparatively rare case of late postoperative complications arising from  hernia repair and brie y discuss 
the related literature. A 75-year-old woman presented at the emergency department of our institution with the chief complaint 
of abdominal pain and was admitted with a diagnosis of ileus. Ascites was observed on abdominal computed tomography and 
emergency surgery was performed on suspicion of strangulated ileus. Surgical ndings comprised a small volume of serous 
ascites in the abdominal cavity and adhesions of the ileum to the left pelvic peritoneum at 60 cm from the sigmoid colon and 
80 cm from the terminal ileum, creating a loop into which the small intestine had entered, leading to strangulated ileus. No 
intestinal tract ischemia was observed, however. The cause of adhesion appeared to be a mesh plug from inguinal hernioplasty 
performed at another institution that had become exposed, resulting in adhesion between the gastrointestinal tract and the plug 
site. The adhered portions of the gastrointestinal tract were separated from the plug, each section of the tract was con rmed to 
be free of abnormalities, and the plug was removed.
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